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@ Video teleconferencing system. 

@ A video teleconferencing system includes a 
plurality of tenminals (10-1 » 10-n, 60), a server 
(12, 72) Including a storage (30, 75) for storing 
input infomriation, and a netwoik (14, 73) coupl- 
ing the temriinals to the server, where the input 
information is supplied from each tenminal to 
ottier terminals from the server. Each terminal 
includes an input part (20, 63) including a first 
input part (24, 70) for inputting voice infor- 
mation and a second input part (26, 71) for 
inputting image infomriation, where the voice 
information and the image infomriation fomi the 
input information of the input part and the 
second input part generates a front image and 
an oblique Image of a certain user of the termi- 
nal to which the Input part belongs, a display 
part (18, 82) for displaying images of users of 
the terminals other than the tenminal to which 
the display part belongs, and a processing part 
(16, 61) Including a first part (36, 64) for accept- 
ing specifying information which specifies a 
terminal, and a second part (40, 65-67) for 
detemnining a kind of Image to be displayed on 
the display part of each temninal otiier than the 
tenminal to which the processing part belongs. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to video 
teleconferencing systems, and more particularly to a 
video teleconferencing system which provides firom a 5 
server a video teleconferencing service to a plurality 
of terminals which are coupled via a network. 

Recently, video teleconferencing systems are 
used popularly. According to the video teleconferenc- 
ing system, a plurality of terminals are coupled via a 
network and console infomiation such as characters, 
voice information and image information are conv 
bined and exchanged among the terminals to enable 
a video teleconferencing. The video teleconferencing 
system Is advantageous in that the system frees the 
users from being restricted by the conference loca- 
tion, and for this reason, there are demands to im- 
prove the video teleconferencing system by providing 
snrK)oth progress and presence. 

FIG.1 shows an essential part of an example of a 
conventional video teleconferencing system. In 
FIG.1, only two temilnals 200 are shown, and each 
tenninal 200 includes a camera 201 and a display 
202. The camera 201 is provided above the display 
202, and the tenmlnal 200 transmits image infonmation 
related to the user by picking up the user on this cam- 
era 201. 

However, according to this system shown in 
FIG.1, it is impossible to achieve eye-to-eye contact 
between users A and B. In other words, Inorderforthe 
user A to send a front image of himself to the user B. 
the user A must shift his eyes from the display 202 and 
look upward towards the camera 201. On the other 
hand. In order for the user B to see the user A. the user 
B must look straight at the display 202. As a result, the 
user B picked up by the camera 201 in this state ap- 
pears on the display 202 on the side of the user A as 
if the user B Is looking down, and there is no eye-to- 
eye contact between the users A and B. 

FIG.2 shows an essential part of another example 
of the conventional video teleconferencing system. In 
FIG.2, those parts which are the same as those cor- 
responding parts in FIG.1 aredesignated by the same 
reference numerals, and a description thereof will be 
omitted. In FIG.2, a semitrans parent mirror (half mir- 
ror) 203 is provided in front of the display 202 at each 
tenninal 200. The camera 201 is provided above the 
semitransparent mirror 203. 

According to this system shown in FIG.2. it is pos- 
sible to realize eye-to-eye contact between the users 
A and B. However, If the video teleconference in- 
volves three or more people, it becomes uncertain 
who is requesting eye-to-eye contact to who. 

Therefore, the conventional video teleconferenc- 
ing systems have problems in that it is either impos- 
sible to achieve eye-to-eye contact between two 
users or. it is uncertain who Is requesting eye-to-eye 
contact to who In the case where the eye-to-eye con- 



tact is possible. As a result, it is difficult to ensure 
smooth progress of the video teleconference and pro- 
vide presence at each of the terminals. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is a general object of the present 
invention to provide a novel and useful video telecon- 
ferencing system in which the problems described 
above are eliminated. 

Another and more specific object of the present 
invention Is to provide a video teleconferencing sys- 
tem comprising a plurality of temninals, a server in- 
cluding storage means for storing input infonnatk)n, 
and a network coupling the terminals to the server, 
where the input information is supplied from each ter- 
minal to other terminals from the server. Each of the 
terminals comprise Input means including a first input 
part for inputting voice informatk)n and a second input 
part for inputting image infonmation, where the voice 
infonmation and the Image infonmation fomi the input 
infonmation of the input means and the second input 
part includes means for generating a front image and 
an oblique image of a certain user of the terminal to 
which the input means belongs, display rrteans for dis- 
playing images of users of the terminals other than the 
tenmina! to which the display means belongs, and 
processing means including first means for accepting 
specifying information which specifies a tenmlnal. and 
second means for determining a kind of image to be 
displayed on the display means of each terminal other 
than the terminal to which the processing means be- 
longs. According to the video teleconferencing sys- 
tem of the present invention, it is possible for the user 
at each tenninal to always be aware of who Is request- 
ing eye-to-eye contact with who. In addition, it is pos- 
sible for a first user to promptly achieve the eye-to-eye 
contact with a second user if the second user is also 
requesting eye-to-eye contact with the firet user. The 
eye-to-eye contact compensates for the lack of com- 
municatfon conventionally caused by the physical dis- 
tance among the users of the temiinals, and thus, it 
becomes possible to realize a vkJeo teleconference 
which closely resembles a conference which is held 
at a single location. 

Other objects and further features of the present 
invention will be apparent from the following detailed 
description when read in conjunction with the accom- 
panying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG.1 Is a system block diagram showing an es- 
sential part of an example of a conventional video 
teleconferencing system; 
FIG.2 is a system block diagram showing an es- 
sential part of another example of the convention- 
al video teleconferencing system; 



IS 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



50 



2 



3 



EP 0 516 371 A2 



4 



FIGS.3 through 8 respectively are system block 
diagrams for explaining six important aspects of 

the present Invention; 

FIG.9 is a system block diagram showing an es- 
sential part of an embodiment of a video telecon- 
ference system according to the present inven- 
tion; 

FIG.1 0 Is a plan view showing an embodiment of 
the arrangement of a display part and an Input 
part shown In FIG.9 together with the user; 
FIG.1 1 is a flow chart for explaining the operation 
of a user image display deciding part shown In 
FIG.9; 

FIG.1 2 Is a flow chart for explaining the operation 
of an eye-to-eye contact relationship display de- 
ciding part shown in FIG.9; 
FIG.1 3 shows the virtual user position relation- 
ship of six users and eye-to-eye contact requests 
made at a certain time; 

FIGS.14 through 16 respectively show the posi- 
tion relationship shown in FIG.1 1 viewed from the 
users A, B and C; 

FIG.1 7 shows the front and oblique images of the 
sbc users A through F picked up by cameras; 
FIGS. 1 8 through 23 show examples of the display 
positions determined by the deciding parts when 
the input information describes the relationship 
shown In FIG.1 3; 

FIG.24 Is a flow chart for explaining an embodi- 
ment of the operation of the reverse image form- 
ing part shown in FIG.9; 

FiG.25 is a flow chart for explaining an embodi- 
mentof the operation of the displaying part shown 
in FIG.9; and 

FIG.26 is a flow chart for explaining an embodi- 
ment of the operatton of a step 307 shown in 
FIG.1 1. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBGDIMEhfTS 

First, a description will be given of sbc important 
aspects of the present invention, by referring to 
FIGS.3 through 5. 

FIG.3 is a system block diagram for explaining a 
first aspect of the present invention. In FIG.3, a plur- 
ality of temninals 10-1, 10-2 and 10-n are coupled 

to a server 12 via a network 1 . Each of the terminals 

10-1. 10-2 and 10-n include a processing part 16, 

a display part 18 and an Input part 20. The Input part 
20 includes a console input part 22 for making a con- 
sole input, a voice Input part 24 for making a voice in- 
put, and an image input part 26 for making an image 
input. 

The server 12 includes a storage part 30 for stor- 
ing the Input Information transmitted from the input 
part20of each of the temninals 10-1, 10-2, and 10- 
n. The server 12 may also be provided with an editing 



part 28 for editing the input information. Of course, the 
editing may be made in each tenminal. According to 
this video teleconferencing system, the server 12 pro- 
vides the input information from each of the tenminals 

5 10-1, 10-2, and 10-n to other terminals 10-1, 10- 

2 and 10-n. 

According to the first aspect of the present inven- 
tion, the Image Input part 26 includes means 32 for 
generating a front Image of the user using the terminal 

10 to which the Image Input part 26 belongs (hereinafter 
simply refen-ed to as a temiinal user), and means 34 
for generating an oblique image of the user. The proc- 
essing part 16 includes means 36 for accepting Input 
of infonmation specifying a user with whom the termi- 

15 nai user wishes to make a conversation, and means 
40 for displaying the images of the users on the dis- 
play part 18 so that the front image of the specified 
user and the oblique images of other users are dis- 
played. 

20 FIG.4 is a system block diagram for explaining a 
second aspect of the present invention. In F1G.4, 
those parts which are the same as those correspond- 
ing parts in FIG.3 are designated by the same refer- 
ence numerals, and a description thereof will omitted. 

25 According to this second aspect of the present in- 
vention, the image Input part 26 Includes a semitrans- 
parent mirror (half mirror) 41 which is inserted be- 
tween the temninal user and the display part 18, a 
camera 42 for generating a front image of the terminal 

30 user via the semitransparent minror 41 , and a camera 
44 for generating an oblique image of the terminal 
user. 

FIG.5 is a system block diagram for explaining a 
third aspect of the present invention. In FIG.5, those 
35 parts which are the same as those corresponding 
parts in FIG.3 are designated by the same reference 
numerals, and a description thereof will omitted. 

According to this third aspect of the present in- 
vention, the processing part 16 includes means 45 for 
40 displaying images of the other users on the display 
part 18 in a horizontal arrangement depending on a 
virtual user position relationship, and means 46 for in- 
serting the image of the specified user at a predeter- 
mined position in the horizontal anrangement. 
45 FIG.6 is a system block diagram for explaining a 

fourth aspect of the present invention. In F1G.6, those 
parts which are the same as those corresponding 
parts In FIGS.4 and 5 are designated by the same ref- 
erence numerals, and a description thereof will omit- 
so ted. 

According to this fourth aspect of the present in- 
vention, the input part 20 has the same construction 
as the Input part 20 shown in FIG.4, while the process- 
ing part 16 has the same construction as the process- 
55 Ing part 16 shown in FIG.5. 

F1G.7 is a system block diagram for explaining a 
fifth aspect of the present invention. In FIG.7, those 
parts which are the same as those conresponding 
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parts in FIGS.3 and 5 are designated by the same ref- 
erence numerals, and a description thereof will omit- 
ted. 

According to this fifth aspect of the present inven- 
tion, the processing part 16 Includes means 36 for ac- 
cepting Input of Infonmation specifying the user with 
whom the terminal user wishes to make a conversa- 
tion, means 40 for displaying the images of the users 
on the display part 18 so that the front image of the 
specified user and the oblique images of other users 
are displayed, means 45 for displaying images of the 
other users on the display part 18 In a horizontal ar- 
rangement depending on a virtual user position rela- 
tionship, and means 46 for inserting the Image of the 
specified user at a predetermined position In the hor- 
izontal arrangement. 

FIG.8 Is a system block diagram for explaining a 
sixth aspect of the present invention. In FIG.8, those 
parts which are the same as those corresponding 
parts in FIGS.3 through 5 are designated by the san^e 
reference numerals, and a description thereof will 
omitted. 

. According to this sixth aspect of the present In- 
vention, the input part 20 has the same construction 
as the Input part 20 shown in FIG.4, while the process- 
ing part 1 6 has the same construction as the process- 
ing part 16 shown in FIG.7. 

According to the present invention, two kinds of 
Images, that is. the front Image and the oblique image 
of the tenfninal user can be input from the image input 
part 20. Hence, it is possible to clarify the eye-to-eye 
contact relationship among the users attending the 
video teleconference by selectively displaying one of 
the two kinds of Images at the processing part 16 of 
each terminal 10. 

In addition, when the tenninal user requests eye- 
to-eye contact with another user, the image of the 
specified user can be arranged in a region of the dis- 
play part 18 where the eye-to-eye contact is possible. 
Hence, it is possible to promptly realize eye-to-eye 
contact between two users upon request 

Furthemnore, when a first user of a terminal re- 
quests eye-to-eye contact with a second user of an- 
other tenminal, the front Image of the first user is dis- 
played at the terminal of the second user. On the other 
hand, if no eye-to-eye contact is requested, the obli- 
que image of the first user is displayed at the terminal 
of the second user. Therefore, It Is possible to clarify 
who is requesting eye-to-eye contact with who. 

Moreover, whether or not to display the front or 
oblique image of each user and the position where 
each image is to be displayed may be determined 
from the eye-to-eye contact requests from the users 
and the virtual user position relationship which is set 
in advance. For this reason, the eye-to-eye contact re- 
quest made from each user can be grasped imme- 
diately from the images displayed on the display part 
18. 



Next, a description will be given of an embodi- 
ment of the video teleconferencing system according 
to the present invention, by refening to FIG.9. FIG.9 
shows one of a plurality of terminals 60 which partici- 
5 pate in a video teleconference, a server 72, and a net- 
work 73 which couple the tenninals 60 to the server 
72. 

The tenninal 60 includes a processing part 61, a 
display part 62, and an input part 63. The processing 

10 part 61 includes a user selecting part 64, a user image 
deciding part 65, an eye-to-eye contact relationship 
display deciding part 66, a displaying part 67, a re- 
versed Image forming part 68, and an infomiation 
transmitting/receiving part 69. The processing part 61 

IS may be realized by a microprocessor, for example. On 
the other hand, the input part 63 Includes a console 
input part 69 which makes a console input using a 
mouse or the like, a voice input part 70 for making a 
voice input, and an image input part 71 for making an 

20 image input 

The server 72 includes a storage 75 and an infor- 
mation transmitting/receiving part 79. The storage 
part 75 stores input infomiation transmitted from each 
terminal 60, where the Input infonmation includes 

25 character Information, voice information, image infor- 
mation and the like. On the other hand, the informa- 
tion transmitting/receiving part 79 is connected to the 
information transmitting/receiving part 69 of the termi- 
nal 60 and exchange infonmation between the termi- 

30 nal 60 and the server 72. The Infonmation transmit- 
ting/receiving part 79 of the server 72 is also connect- 
ed to the network 73. 

In the input part 63, the console Input part 69 ac- 
cepts the console information input such as charac- 

35 ters, and the votoe information input part 70 accepts 
the voice infonmatton input. In addition, the image In- 
put part 71 inputs the front image and the oblique im- 
age of the tenminal user by some means. 

F1G.1 0 is a plan view of an embodiment of the ar- 

40 rangement of the display part 62 and the Input part 63 
shown In FIG.9 together with the user. In FIG.10, the 
image input part 71 includes a semitransparent minror 
(half mirror) 76, a camera 77 for picking up a front inv 
age. and a camera 78 for picking up an oblique image. 

45 The semifransparent minror 76 is provided between 
the display part 12 and the user at an angle of 45° 
when viewed from the user. The camera 77 is ar- 
ranged on the side of the user at an angle of 90**, and 
picks up the front image of the user via the semitrans- 

50 parent mirror 76. On the other hand, the camera 78 is 
arranged on the side of the user at an angle other than 
90'*, and picks up the oblique image of the user via the 
semitransparent mirror 76. The infonmation from each 
tenninal 60 is supplied to the server 72 and Is stored 

55 in the storage part 75. 

As shown in FIG.9, the user selecting part 64 ac- 
cepts from the terminal user a selection input of the 
user name of the other tenminal to whom tfie eye-to- 
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eye contact is requested. For example, the console in- 
put part 69 includes a keyboard (not shown), and the 
user selecting part 64 receives the selection input 
from the keyboard. The user Image display deciding 
part 65 decides the kind of image of each user and the 
display position of each user on the display part 62 de- 
pending on the selection (eye-to-eye contact request 
of all users) at each user electing part 64 of the temni- 
nals 60 and depending on the user virtual position re- 
lationship which is initially set in the storage part 75. 

Furthemiore, the eye-to-eye contact relattonship 
display deciding part 66 fins a pair of users in an eye- 
to-eye contact relationship, and decides the link of the 
images and the use of the right-to-left reversed image. 
In other words, the pair of users presently in the eye- 
to-eye contact relationship Is found from the eye-to- 
eye contact requests made of ail of the users, and by 
displaying the right-to-left reversed image and the 
link, the display of the eye-to-eye contact relationship 
is decided. On the other hand, the displaying part 67 
receives the decision from the deciding part 66 and 
displays the images of the users on the display part 
62 by transferring thereto the front image, the oblique 
image and/or the oblique reversed image of each user 
from the storage part 75 and/or the reversed image 
forming part 68. The required image information is 
transferred from the storage part 75 and the reversed 
image fomiing part 68. 

The reversed image forming part 68 receives in- 
structions from the deciding parts 65 and 66, transfers 
the oblique image from the storage part 75, and fomns 
the right-to-left reversed image related to the oblique 
image of the user. 

Therefore, the terminal user can request eye-to- 
eye contact with a desired user, and the eye-to-eye 
contact is achieved if the desired user also request 
eye-to-eye contact with the tenminal user. In addition, 
the eye-to-eye contact relationships of other users 
can also be observed from the display. Further, be- 
cause the virtual user positbn relationship does not 
change among the users, it becomes possible to 
make conversion during the video teleconference as 
if all of the participating users are present at the same 
conference room. 

Next, a description will be given of the operation 
of this embodiment. 

FIG.1 1 is a flow chart for explaining the operation 
of the deciding part 65. The deciding part 65 decides 
the user which is to be displayed in the region (here- 
inafter referred to as the E-T-E region) where the eye- 
to-eye contact is possible and the kind of image to be 
displayed on the display part 62. 

First, a step 300 decides whether or not the ter- 
minal user is requesting the eye-to-eye contact with 
a certain user of another terminal 60. If the decision 
result in the step 300 is YES, a step 301 decides 
whether or not the certain user is also requesting the 
eye-to-eye contact with the tomfiinal user. If the deci- 



sion result in the step 301 is YES, a step 302 displays 
the front image of the certain user in the E-T-E region 
of the display part 62. On the other hand, if the deci- 
sion result in the step 301 is NO, a step 303 displays 

5 the oblique Image of the certain user in the E-T-E re- 
gk)n of the display part 62. 

If the decision result in the step 300 is NO, a step 
304 decides whether or not a user of other tenminal 60 
is requesting the eye-to-eye contact with the terminal 

10 user. If the decision result in the step 304 is YES, a 
step 305 displays the front image of this user in the E- 
T-E regton of the display part 62. A plurality of users 
may be requesting the eye-to-eye contact with the ter- 
minal user, but in such a case, the priority with which 

IS the images of the usere are displayed is detemnined 
time-sequentially depending on the time of request. 
On the other hand, if the decision result In the step 304 
is NO, a step 306 displays in the E-T-E region the ob- 
lique image of a user which is determined in advance 

20 by the initial setting. 

Next, the Images to be displayed in the regions on 
the periphery of the E-T-E region of the display part 
62 are detenmined. A step 307 detenmines the display 
regton (position) of the images related to each of the 

25 usere other than the certain user which is to be dis- 
played in the E-T-E region based on the virtual user 
position relationship which is determined in advance 
by the Initial setting. 

Then, a step 308 decides whether or not each of 

30 the usere of the other tenninals 60 excluding the cer- 
tain user which is to be displayed in the E-T-E region 
are requesting the eye-to-eye contact with the termi- 
nal user. A step 309 displays the front image in one 
of the peripheral regions if the decision result in the 

35 step 308 is YES. On the other hand, if the decision re- 
sult in the step 308 is NO, a step 310 decides whether 
or not each user is to be displayed on the reference 
skie (for example, left side) with respect to the E-T-E 
region. If the decision result in the step 310 is YES, a 

40 step 31 1 displays the oblique image of the user. On 
the other hand, a step 312 displays a right-to-left re- 
vereed oblique image of the user if the decision result 
in the step 310 is NO. Hence, in either case, the obli- 
que image of the user is displayed if the decision re- 

45 suit in the step 308 is NO. 

F1G.12 is a flow chart for explaining the operation 
of the deciding part 66. 

In FIG.12, a step 400 decides whether or not 
there is a pair of users for which the eye-to-eye con- 

50 tact relatbnship presentiy exists out of all of the users 
of the tenminals 60. The process ends if the decision 
result in the step 400 is NO. But if the decision result 
in the step 400 is YES, a step 401 reverees the right 
and left sides of the oblique image related to one of 

55 the users forming the pair and detenmines the display 
so that the pair of users face each other. In addition, 
a step 402 displays the link of the images related to 
this pair so that the relationship is easier to see. 
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Next, a description will be given of the video tel- 
econference which is nfiade in this embodiment 
among six users for a specific virtual user position re- 
lationship. 

FIG.13 shows the virtual user position relation- 
ship of the six users and the eye-to-eye contact re- 
quests made at a certain time. In the state shown in 
F1G.13, the eye-to-eye contact relationship stands 
between the users A and D. In addition, no user is 
making the eye-to-eye contact request with respect to 
the user E. 

FIGS.14 through 16 respectively show the posi- 
tion relationship shown in FIG. 11 viewed from the 
users A, B and C. The image of the user displayed in 
tile E-T-E region changes depending which user 
makes the eye-to-eye contact request to which user, 
but the Images of the users displayed in the peripheral 
regions to the E-T-E region are determined as If a 
turntable rotates as may be seen from FIGS.14 
through 16. In other words, ttie relative position rela- 
tionship of the users is always the same. 

FIG.17 shows the front and oblique images of the 
six users A through F picked up by the cameras 77 
and 78. FIGS.18 through 23 show examples of the 
display positions determined by the deciding parts 65 
and 66 when the input infomnation describes the rela- 
tionship shown in FIG.13. In FIGS.18 through 23, 7F" 
denotes the front Image, 70" denotes the oblique im- 
age, and 70R" denotes Uie oblique reversed image. 

FIG.18 shows the display part 62 of the user A, 
and the six users A throug h F are participating in a vid- 
eo teleconference related to the marketing plan for a 
new product. In this case, the E-T-E region for dis- 
playing tiie inr^ge of the user with whom the eye-to^ 
eye contact relationship stands is located at the upper 
central part of the display part 62. In this example, the 
front image of the user D which is in the eye-to-eye 
contact relationship with the user A is displayed in this 
E-T-E region. The oblique images of the users E and 
F are displayed on ttie right of the E-T-E region based 
on the virtual user position relationship of FIG.13. On 
the other hand, the oblique reversed images of the 
users B and C are displayed on the left of the E-T-E 
region based on the virtual user positton relationship 
of FIG.13. 

FIGS.19 through 23 respectively show the upper 
parts of the display parts 62 of the users B through F. 

The user B is requesting the eye-to-eye contact 
with the user E. Hence, the image of tiie user E is dis- 
played at the central part, that is, in the E-T-E region 
of the display part 62 of the user B, in FIG.19. How- 
ever, since the user E is not requesting the eye-to-eye 
contact with the user B, the oblique image of the user 
E is displayed in the E-T-E region. On the other hand, 
although the image of the user C is displayed on the 
left of the E-T-E region based on the virtual user pos- 
ition relationship of FIG.13, this user C is requesting 
the eye-to-eye contact with tiie user B, and for this 



reason, the front image of tiie user C is displayed. In 
addition, because the users A and D are in tiie eye- 
to-eye contact relationship, the lower parts of the cor- 
responding images are linked by a line to indicate this 

5 relationship. 

The user C is requesting tiie eye-to-eye contact 
with the user B. Hence, the Image of the user B is dis- 
played in the E-T-E region of tiie display part 62 of the 
user C in FIG.20. 

10 In FIG.21 , the front images of the users A and F 
are displayed on the display part 62 of the user D. Be- 
cause the time when the user A made the eye-to-eye 
contact request witti respect to tiie user D is earlier 
than the time when tiie user F made tiie eye-to-eye 

15 contact request with respect to the user D, the front 
image of the user A is displayed In the E-T-E region. 

The user E Is not making tiie eye-to-eye contact 
request to any of the users A through D and F. For this 
reason, the reference user which is detemilned in ad- 

20 vance by the initial setting should originally be dis- 
played In the E-T-E region of the display part 62 of the 
user E. From the relationship shown in FIG. 16, the inv 
age of tiie user C an^nged on the opposite end from 
the user E is regarded as the reference user, for ex- 

25 ample. But In this particular case, the user B is making 
the eye-to-eye contact request to the user E, and for 
this reason, the front image of the user B is displayed 
in the E-T-E region of the display part 62 as shown in 
FIG.22. In this case, if tiie user E notices that the user 

30 B is requesting the eye-to-eye contact with respect to 
the user E and the user E requests the eye-to-eye 
contact with respect to the user B in response tiiereto, 
the eye-to-eye contact relationship stands. 

The user F Is making the eye-to-eye contact re- 

35 quest with respect to the user D. For this reason, the 
Image of the user D is displayed in the E-T-E region 
of the display part 62 of the user F as shown in FIG.23. 
Because tiie users D and A are in the eye-to-eye con- 
tact relationship, tiie oblique image of the user D is 

40 displayed in the E-T-E region. Furthenmore, In order 
to facilitate the user F from understanding the eye-to- 
eye contact relationship between the users D and A, 
the obtk)ue Innages of tiie users D and A are displayed 
so as to face each other. Thus, tiie oblique reversed 

45 image of the user D is displayed in the E-T-E region. 
Next, a description will be given of an embodi- 
ment of the operation of tiie reverse image forming 
part 68 shown In FIG.9, by referring to FIG.24. 
In FIG.24, a step SI reads a target Image which 

50 Is the subject of the display. A step S2 prepares there- 
in a memory region having a memory capacity identi- 
cal to the memory capacity required to store the target 
Image. A step S3 measures the size S of the target im- 
age in tenns of tiie number of pixels an^nged from the 

55 left to right of the target image. A step S4 initializes a 
variable i to zero. A step S5 inputs the pixel compo- 
nent related to the Ith pixel from the left of the target 
image as the pixel component related to the jth pixel 
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from the left of a forming image, where j = S - i. Then, 
a step S6 increments i by one, and a step S7 decides 
whether or not 1 is less than S. The process returns to 
the step S5 if the decision result in the step S7 is YES, 
but the process ends if the decision result in the step 
S7 is NO. The fonming image which is fonmed by this 
process is the reversed image in which the right and 
left sides of the target image are reversed. 

Next, a description will be given of an embodi- 
ment of the operation of the displaying part 67 shown 
in FIG.9, by refenring to FIG.25. 

As described above, the deciding part 65 decides 
which one of the front image, the oblique image and 
the oblique reversed Image is to be displayed. Based 
on this decision nrmde in the deciding part 65, the de- 
ciding part 66 decides where the image of each user 
is to be displayed on the display part 62. The display- 
ing part 67 displays the image decided in the deciding 
part 65 at the position decided by the deciding part 66. 

In FIG.25, a step S1 1 sets a variable N to N = M 
- 1 , where M denotes the number of users. A step SI 2 
initializes a variable k to zero, and a step SI 3 incre- 
ments the k by one. A step S14 prepares the display- 
ing Image related to the user k. This displaying image 
Is the firont image, the oblique image or the oblique re- 
versed \maqe decided by the deciding part 65. Then, 
a step S15 displays the displaying image at the posi- 
tion decided by the deciding part 66. A step S16 de- 
cides whether or not k is less than or equal to N. The 
process returns to the step SI 3 if the decisbn result 
In the step S16 is YES, but the process ends if the de- 
cision result In the step S16 is YES. 

Next, a description will be given of an embodi- 
ment of the operatton of the step 307 shown in FIG.1 1 , 
by referring to FiG.26. FiG.26 shows the embodiment 
of the operation of the step 307. 

When carrying out the step 307, the image of the 
user to be displayed in the E-T-E region of the display 
part 62 is already determined by the steps 300 
through 306 shown In FIG.1 1 . Hence, the step 307 de- 
termines the images of the users to be displayed on 
the right and left of the E-T-E region shown in FIG.1 8, 
for example. 

In FIG.26, a step S21 obtains N1 = (M - 2)/2, 
where the figures of N1 below the decimal point are 
omitted. In this case, the temiinal user and the user 
to be displayed in the E-T-E region must be excluded 
from the users to be displayed in the peripheral re- 
gions of the E-T-E region, and this is why 2 Is subtract- 
ed from M. A step S22 decides whether or not N1 is 
greater than or equal to 1 . If the decision result in the 
step S22 is YES, a step S23 initializes a variable I to 
zero, and a step S24 Increments I by one. A step S25 
determines the display position of the user who is lo- 
cated at the 1th position to the right of the user who Is 
to be displayed in the E-T-E region in the virtual user 
posltton relationship shown In FIG.13, to the Ith posi- 
tion to the right of the E-T-E region of the display part 



62. Then, a step S26 decides whether or not I is less 
than or equal to N1. The process returns to the step 
S24 if the decision result in the step S26 is YES. 
On the other hand, If the decisbn result in the step 
5 S22 or S26 Is NO, a step S27 obtains N2 = (M - 2)/2, 
where the figures of N2 below the decimal point are 
omitted. A step S28 decides whether or not N2 is 
greater than or equal to 1. If the decision result in the 
step S28 is YES, a step S29 initializes a variable I to 
10 zero, and a step S30 increments I by one. A step S31 
determines the display position of the user who is lo- 
cated at the Ith position to the left of the user who is 
to be displayed in the E-T-E region in the virtual user 
positton relationship shown in FIG.13, to the Ith posi- 
ts tlon to the left of the E-T-E region of the display part 
62. Then, a step S32 decides whether or not I is less 
than or equal to N2. The process returns to the step 
S30 if the decision result in the step S32 Is YES. On 
the other hand, the process ends if the decision result 
20 in the step S28 or S32 is NO. 

In the described embodiments, the display part 
62 includes one screen for displaying the users. How- 
ever, it is also possible to use a plurality of display 
screens to display one user on each display screen, 
25 for example. 

In addition, the display positions of the images of 
the users, including the position of the E-T-E region, 
are not limited to those of the described embodiment. 
Further, the present invention Is not limited to 
30 these embodiments, but various variations and mod- 
ifications may be made without departing from the 
scope of the present invention. 

35 Claims 

1. A video teleconferencing system comprising a 
plurality of terminals (10-1, .... 10-n, 60); a server 
(12, 72) Including storage means (30, 75) for stor- 

40 ing input information; and a network (14, 73) cou- 
pling said temiinals to said server, said input in- 
formatton being supplied from each terminal to 
other tenminais from said server, characterized in 
that each of said tenminais comprise: 

45 Input means (20, 63) including a first Input 

part (24, 70) for inputting voice information, and 
a second input part (26, 71) for inputting innage in- 
formation, said votee information and said image 
infonmation fonming the input infonmation of said 

50 input means, said second input part including 
means for generating a front image and an obli- 
que image of a certain user of the terminal to 
which said input means belongs; 

display means (18, 62) for displaying Inn- 

55 ages of users of the terminals other than the ter- 
minal to which sakl display means belongs; and 
processing means (16. 61) including first 
means (36. 64) for accepting specifying Infonma- 
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tion which specifies a terminal, and second 
means (40, 65-67) for detem^lning a kind of image 
to be displayed on the display means of each ter- 
minal other than the terminal to which said proc- 
essing means belongs. 

2. The video teleconferencing system as claimed In 
daim 1 , characterized in that said second means 
(40, 65-67) of said processing means (16, 61) dis- 
plays on said display means (1 8, 62) the front im- 
age of a user of a specific tenminal which makes 
an eye-to-eye contact request to the terminal to 
which said second means belongs by the speci- 
fying information. 

3. The video teleconferencing system as claimed in 
daim 2, characterized in that said second means 
(40, 65-67) of said processing means (16, 61) dis- 
plays the front image of the user of the specific 
terminal at a predetemnined position on said dis- 
play means (18, 62). 

4. The video teleconferencing system as claimed in 
daim 3. characterized in that said second means 
(40, 65-67) of sakl processing means (16, 61) dis- 
plays on said display means (18, 62) the oblique 
Image of each user of a tenninal other than the 
specific terminal. 

5. The video teleconferencing system as daimed in 
daim 4, characterized in that said processing 
means (16, 61) further indudes third means (45, 
46, 65-67) for determining a display position of 
each oblique image on said display means (18, 
62) relative to the predetermined position de- 
pending on a virtual user position relationship 
which Is preset and indicates a virtual position re- 
lationship of the users of said tenminals. 

6. The video teleconferencing system as daimed in 
daim 5. characterized in that said processing 
means (16, 61) further indudes fourth means (68) 
for forming an oblique reversed image by revers- 
ing right and left sides of the oblique image, and 
said third means (45. 46. 65-67) detennines a dis- 
play position of each oblique reversed image on 
said display means (18, 62) relative to the prede- 
termined position depending on the virtual user 
position relationship. 

ft 

7. The video teleconferencing system as daimed in 
any of daims 1 to 6, characterized in that said 
processing means (16. 61) further Includes 
means (67) for displaying on said display means 
(18, 62) a link between images of two users of ter- 
minals requesting eye-to-eye contact with each 
other. 



8. The video teleconferencing system as daimed in 
any of daims 1 to 7, characterized in that each ter- 
minal further comprises means (22, 69), coupled 
to said processing means (16, 61), for generating 

5 the specifying infomnation which requests an eye- 
to-eye contact with a user of an arbitrary terminal. 

9. The video teleconferencing system as daimed in 
any of claims 1 to 7, characterized in that said in- 
fo put means (20, 63) further indudes a third part 

(22, 69) for inputting console Information, and 
said console Information forms the input informa- 
tion together with the voice information and the 
image infomnation. 

IS 

10. The video teleconferencing system as daimed in 
claim 9, characterized In that said third part (22, 
69) of said input means (20, 63) is coupled to said 
processing means (16, 61) and also generates 

20 the specifying information which requests an eye- 
to-eye contact with a user of an arbitrary tenminal. 

11. The video teleconferencing system as daimed in 
any of daims 1 to 10, characterized In that the 

25 second part (26, 71 ) of said input means (20, 63) 
includes a semitransparent mirror (76) interposed 
between said display means (1 8, 62) and the cer- 
tain user of the terminal to which said display 
means belongs, a first camera (77) for picking up 

30 a front image of the certain user via said semi- 
transparent min'or, and a second camera (78) for 
picking up an oblique image of the certain user via 
said semitransparent minror. 

35 
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